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Legos? The kS grade students at the
German American School are playing?
No, it is not just playing. It is science,
engineering, research and German in
one. Of course, there is a lot of fun in
building a Lego robot, but the team will
participate at a FIRST Lego League
(FLL) tournament in December. This
will show compared to other students of
their age group, how good our kids and
their robots are. Because of the great
support from the school, parents and
friends, the project is right now a big
experience for all involved students and
adults. Since the project is connected to
the daily schedule of thé"sgrade, it is
not only a new science experience, but
also a brick in the language program,
enthusiastically supported by the schoal,
teachers and parents.
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Dear families and
friends of GSP,

the new school year
is already well under

way, still it feels

like we only started

yesterday. Time is
just flying by... this

must mean that it

has been a busy time
so far; however, this
also seems to be the
right time to share

some of the exciting
news we have.

As many of you
might know, we were
lucky to find very

well-trained and

highly motivated

new teachers, most of
them from Germany.

Claudia Bochow took
over second grade,
Kathrin Schmidt is

our new  3rd/4th
grade teacher and
Bernd Ferner has
taken on the role of
the 5th grade
classroom  teacher.
Heidi Draheim is our

new English teacher
for grades 1 — 4 and
Dr. David York will

teach music to all our
students. He already
arranged for a lot of
music-related  field
trips, especially for
the younger grade
school students, and

will continue to take

our older grade
school students on to
events like the

Oktoberfest and Zoo
Lights.

Meanwhile all new
teachers have found
homes and their
basic supplies and
they have even
started to explore our
beautiful
surroundings. Thank
you to all parents
and friends of the

school who helped
make them feel “at
home” in our
community.

All of these new
teachers as well as
our two new
assistants, Emily

Minty and  Susi
Kapela, both working
with Kati Heckmann
in Kindergarten,
have done a great job
settling in and
joining the team with
great enthusiasm
and many new ideas.

At the beginning of
the school year, all of
our teachers and
assistants
participated in our
in-house preparation
days, a few of them
arriving just in time

$

to receive some basic
training, learn about

our school policies
and set up and
decorate their
classrooms.

On Oct. 8, our first

In-service Day,
everybody
participated in
teacher training.
This has

traditionally been a
day where teachers
go out to either catch
up on the latest
research in their
field or meet with
other professionals to
discuss school-
related topics. Also,
it can be an
opportunity to get
some new ideas for
field trips and events
you can invite to
your school, as well
as

check out traditional
places such as
museums, the zoo,
theaters or The
World Forestry
Center for new
programs that may
enrich and support
English, music, art
or science
Some of our teachers,
including myself,
attended special
seminars on
language acquisition.

classes.
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All of us came back
with a lot  of
interesting news to
share with our
colleagues.

So far spirits are
high among teachers
and students,
especially in Grade
School, where we had
new students from
Germany joining our
program. All
students have been
eager to find their
role in the
classrooms and to
make new friends.

With fall already a
month old it's now
time for the first field
trips and also time to
prepare  for  our
upcoming traditional
fall events.
Halloween, the
Lantern Parade, our
Holiday Bazaar and
Thanksgiving will
keep our little ones

busy decorating,
handcrafting,
dressing up and
reaching out into the
community.

In the meantime we
have already hosted
a bth grade guest
student from
southern  Germany
and are looking
forward to welcome
Sara Gerhardt,
another guest 4th
grade student, in
November.
December is
traditionally very
busy as the holiday
season is in full
swing. | am already
looking forward to
seeing all those
crafts and
decorations displayed
in our hallways and
classrooms. As each
teacher will now
have her own cork
board, please stop by
and take some time
to admire all the
beautiful artwork of
our students.

In January, be
prepared to see one
new thing at our

school: We will have
our first science-only
week. While the first

semester will come to
an end, and report

cards will be
prepared, everything
we will teach at
school will be
science-related. | am
very excited about
this idea and will
work hard on a
special schedule to
make this event a lot
of fun for our
teachers and
students.
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German Tradition

For many of the German families of the school, therket reminds them of home where Christmas Mayket
called Weihnachtsmarktieare a festive meeting place for locals and a stafer homemade Christmas
ornaments and decorations.

This year two of the students’ moms from Germanly eveate authentic German Advent Wreaths, just the
ones they celebrate with at home. In authentic Garfashion, the wreaths are designed to lay flaa ¢eble
with four pillar candles sitting atop lush, aronsativergreen boughs. Red berries, straw stars,ngbhand little
pinecones adorn the wreaths. Families light onalleapach Sunday, until Christmas, starting on first f
Sunday of December.

“In Germany we have fun making these every yeahwir friends. Then we enjo@lihweinand baked
apples,” said Karin Roth.

German-made treats

Most of the items sold at the market by the GSPhared-made in Germany, like the various nutcrackers

the Erzgebirge in Eastern Germany, an area womgdwaed for its intricately carved and hand painted
nutcrackers. It wouldn’t be a genuine German Hglit¥arket withoutStollen Strohsterneornaments, Advent
calendars and Lebkuchen tins.

But one item you will find in the United States prat the GSP German Holiday Market is Nudossi. dt’s
creamy, chocolate-hazelnut spread in a tube that imericans will find similar to Nutella. The Geam
company that makes this tasty treat said it hasmieefore imported this delicacy to the United &tat

But wait, there’s more ...

The school is importing German Eika candles, highlity children’s wooden toys, Haba games, German
children’s books, cosmetics (includirigrkaltungsbad a unique menthol-like liquid for the bath), insen
burners and soaps from lItaly and France.

Several businesses in the community will also satlitional German treats: roasted nuts from Bawahlut
Company; sausages from Fetzer; rolls and pretzefa fserman baker Fressen; German wines from Ewald
Moseler; German-style beer from Widmer; a@tlihwein a famous German spiced red wine, from Chateau
Bianca.

The market will also feature Oregon-made crafts enby the parents of GSP students including jewelry,
Christmas decorations and custom-made childrenthes.
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Fun stuff

Children visiting the market can make their own i€imas ornaments at tWginterdorf or winter village, and
have a professional photographer take their pictutie Santa, while the whole family can enjoy Gemfieod,
wine and beer as they listen to GSP students gjrigiiday carols in German.

The German Holiday Market's $2 admission fee armat@eds from items sold by GSP will allow the school
grow to sixth, seventh and eighth grades in thesysacome so the students can continue to leane afmout
Germany and how to speak its beautiful language.

"The holiday market is a celebration of sorts fog school community. It's an important fundraisertainly,
but it's also a chance for all the parents to ctomgether and show what the school is about - aepladearn
about German language and culture and expand ograghical horizons,” said Sam Cannady, co-chathef
GSP German Holiday Market, chairman of the schoakrt and father of three GSP students. “It's ashnfuut
for our parents and children as it is for the peapho come to the event! My family looks forwaedthis each
year. We always have a great time!"



New GSP Library!
By Chloe O Huckins

If you do not know yet GSP does have a new
library. It is an assortment of both German and
English books. 45" grade visit the library
every week. The kids get to read German for an
hour and also check out books. We would like
it very much if any of the GSP parents would
volunteer to help sort the books. However, you
may be detained from going to the library
because some construction for our new middle
school will be going on in that wing. Have a
great time reading!

Our Middle School
By Julia Aepfelbacher

We definitely going to build a middle school for
the 8" graders. There will be a Spanish and a
German track. People that don’t know German
or Spanish will be able to decide which
language they want to learn. There will be tons
of new teachers and a lot more students. We
will begin with a &' grade and work our way up
to a 7" and &' grade. At the beginning of the
school year there will be a field trip/overnight.
But we don’t know where it might be!

New Twins in §' Grade
By Daniel Hahn

In GSP &' grade there are two new kids from

Germany, Florian and his sister Melanie.

They're eleven years old they come from

Hemhofen bei Erlangen in Bayern. In Germany
they went to a school called Voller Schule

Heinhofen. They moved because of their dad’s
job. They miss their friends.

New Book in §' Grade
By Jasper Edwards

Ms Mitchell is reading the booWrs. Frisby
and the Rats of NIMH Ms Mitchell says it's a
very good book. Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of
NIMH won a Newberry Award. Itis a 233 page
book. | would recommend this book for
Summer Reading or a book that the class could
read out loud. Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of
NIMH is now in the GSP library.

English Creative Writing
By Chaconne Martin-Berkowicz

The new & grade class has been working on
creative writing. Ms Mitchell the R grade
English teacher gives the class time every
Friday. Ms Mitchell gives the class a story to
write about. The first story was “Guess Who's
Coming to Dinner Tonight?” The second story
was about a volcano exploding. Lots of kids
like creative writing because you make your
own characters and you control the story. The
first story “Guess Who's Coming to Dinner
Tonight” had to be about two characters from
two different books you had read. Most kids got
finished with “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner
Tonight” but some kids have such a long story
they are still not finished with it. This is atlé

bit of one student’s story:

“Two hours later we were all seated around the
dinner table. Missy was as close to Eragon as
she could manage. | was seated right next to
Eragon only on the other side. | must admit that
we talked a great deal and that angered Missy.
She kicked me under the table and I kicked her
back...”



LEGO Kids
By Jens Friess

Every Wednesday the GSP §raders work on

a LEGO robot. They are participating in this
year’s contest with the subject “Helping the
Handicapped.” The assignments the robot has
to accomplish are things like: opening a gate,
walking up the stairs or shooting hoops. The
tournament will be in December. Thé"5
graders will go against other kids their age and
see whose robot finishes all tasks first. The
prize is a trophy.

New 8" Grade Teacher
By Nolan Cannady, GSP

| interviewed Mr. Bernd Ferner and asked him
the following questions:

Nolan: How do you like teaching at GSP so far?
Bernd: | like it a lot. It is great.

Nolan: What brought you to America?

Bernd: My wife works at OHSU so we had to
come.

Nolan: How long will you teach at GSP?

Bernd: | don’t know, but | hope a long time.
Nolan: How do you like America so far?

Bernd: | like it here a lot. It's better than wher

| came from.

Nolan: Are you going to stay in America? How
long?

Bernd: | don’t know, but I'm planning to stay
permanently.

Nolan: Thank you.

A Day at OMSI
Melanie Eichhorn

On Sunday the Eichhorn family went to
OMSI. We visited a submarine. In the
submarine they did the movie “The Hunt of Red
Oktober.” We had a tour and saw tornadoes. In
the submarine the crew always got the very best
food.

A Day at the OMSI
Florian Eichhorn

On Sunday we went, “we,” that is my
brother Philipp, my mom Susen, my Dad
Thomas and my sister Melanie to OMSI. The
OMSI is the Oregon Museum for Science and
Industry. There we went to a real submarine.
There we had a tour and saw the tornado-room.
They used the submarine in the movie “The
Hunt for Red October.”

German Holidays are coming!
By Bianca D. Bumpers

The German-American-School is getting ready
for our Annual Christmas Bazaar. We will have
handmade Christmas items, such as ornaments,
strohsterne, and candles. The Bazaar will also
sell, coffe, nutcrackers, wine, gingerbread
cookies and german chocolate. There will be a
big toy booth with games and toys. Mr. Peters
will od a diddl catolgue soon. When this
happens we will be able to order diddlpads and
sell them a the Bazaar too. In the parkinglot we
will have our food and entertainment tent. The
German Mamis are going to sell homemade
cakes and coffee. Another lady will sell roasted
almonds. The entertainment is music by the
GSP kids. | hope to see you all there.
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Dozens of regional schools are praising Lufthansa German Airlines and the Port of Portland these days for
reinvigorating their German-language programs. Launched this fall and in cooperation with Lufthansa and
the Port of Portland, the Periodicals Reuse for Education Program sends hundreds of free, German
periodicals to schools offering German-language programs. With every inbound Lufthansa flight, an average
of 60 newspapers and magazines, unused or left behind by passengers, are collected. Periodicals are
distributed to participating schools every month under the guidance of Portland Airport's Remediation and
Waste Project Manager, Stan Jones, saving the schools the cost of overseas subscriptions. Though the
periodicals had previously been recycled, the Reuse Program provides for a higher better end use of these
materials in the "Reduce, Reuse, Recycle" hierarchy. Approximately 40 schools, Colleges and Universities

currently participate in the program.
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Thought about a trip to
Costa Rica?

Let us help you!
We know Costa Rical!

We offer:

» Customized trips

» Experience in family travel
* Knowledgeable advice

Oliver's Travels
503 641 0842
email: streck@teleport.com
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